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its pre-Katrina population, while
Baton Rouge has grown rapidly
because of the influx. The 20+ homes
we have built in the last two years
have been for families displaced from
New Orleans to Baton Rouge.

This year we were building a whole
new neighborhood from the ground
up.

About 20 acres on the South side
of Baton Rouge had been given to
Habitat. Habitat had already built
several homes on the property. It was
really satisfying to be able to see so
clearly the impact of our efforts. What
was once an open field is now the
setting for about 15 new homes. It
is a very nice, modest neighborhood
with a good mix of population, lots of
children, and nearby playground and
‘community center.

Once again, the Great Rivers
Region sent the largest number
of volunteers—over eighty. Dr.
Aidsand Wright-Riggins (Executive
Director for the Board of National

Ministries) recognized us for our vol- '

unteer efforts during the celebration
service on the last day of work.

This seems to be turning into one
of those annual mission projects for
Great Rivers (in some ways analo-
gous to our international partnership
with Costa Rica). | don’t yet know
what will happen next year, but | am
confident that something will and

that volunteers from the Great Rivers
Region will lead the way once again.
These kinds of projects are one of the
ways we prove that we are committed
to the whole Gospel of Jesus Christ.

| hope you will visit our website
(www.abc-grr.org) to see some pic-
tures, read other reports, and find
links to other sites.

Begin thinking about next year!

Can you go? Can you encourage
someone else to go? Can you help
with finances? Are you willing to pray?
Can you get involved with you local
Habitat chapter—or some comparable
organization helping low income fami-
lies build a life?

Dwight Stinnett

The First Baptist Church of East
Moline, IL, held a service of ordination
for their Associate Pastor for Senior
Care, Sharon Farral on Sunday, April
27, 2008

Dr. Ruth Peterson preached the

message. Rev. Ron Miles led the

= B
vows of ordination and Rev. Clark
Luce led in the charge to the
congregation. Moderator Deane
Knight presented the Certificate of
Ordination. Pastor Sharon achieved
this milestone through the GRR’s
Alternative Ministerial Education
Program.

Faith Baptist Church
Preparing To Move

First Baptist Church, Batavia, IL
has been located in downtown Batavia
for 172 years. The present building
was built 119 years ago.

The congregation is saying “good-
bye” to the building with the final wor-
ship services on Sunday, June 1, 2008
at 10:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

All this is happening because the
church is building a beautiful new
building at the corner of Main Street
and South Mill Creek Drive. The
congregation is grateful to the Bethany
Lutheran Church which has made their
gymnasium available to us for worship
services until construction of the new
building is completed sometime this
summer.

First Baptist Church will have a new
name: Faith Baptist At Mill Creek.

For many, leaving the old building
will be an emotional parting, as many
grew up in this church. The final ser-
vice on June 1 will be an opportunity
to share the experiences of church
life together.

Participants in this final service will

include Batavia Mayor Jeffery
Schielke and Rev. Dr. Cheryl
Henson, Associate Regional
Minister serving Area |. A special
moment in this last service will be
the Communion Service, which will
include the passing of the mantle of
pastoral leadership from former pas-
tor, Rev. Richard Watts, to interim
pastor, Rev. Ronald Miles, to our
new pastor, Rev. John Pattison,
who begins his ministry in June.

The evening service features a
concert by the internationally known
pianist Huntley Brown.



